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O,er ClrDOlarSnow:

On behalfofthe WalnutValleyWaler0i&1riG&,I am writingtoday tDexpress tne
District's support for the Department of Weter R88OLIrces'(DWR) Sauth Delta
Improvements Program (SDtP). a cribl water aupply, water qualitY and
enwlronm8l\tatproject deslgnM to mest Callfaml." dl~erse wster needs. "')5
october, DWR and tho U.S. Bureau of Reclamation released a draft
environmental Impac:t Report/Statement (ElRIS) far SDIP, kicImg off 8n
important public review and comment procell. Implem8ftl81tonfAlI1eaDiP will
greatly enhance the OJaUfct's1Iff0f1Btelfulfil)Itt million 10"suPP'Vthe highest
quaRty of water at the Icwast po&iibI" price.II

As you know, Callfarnls '5 facing II ctidcal chillenge: A safo, reliable, and hliJh
qualitywaler "uppty la needed to keep up with the rapicUyrising papulation and
faatllroMng triJllon-daIIlilreconomy.Hawever,thliiarid stata has limitedWllter
SUppfies,Ch8rerora,existing water lUourcesandinfrastructure,"ult bebetter
utillzad. Cthet¥lise."'. &t8tB's communi8ie8.farma. envranment. end
bu8i1H108 IrG Qtgreat ,Ilk. Two-thirds01Cilifornfe receives ite -III' from Ihe
San Fl'8I1cl&c:O8ayfSacramento.San Joaquin Delta. Given its importance;
better methods to manage the Delta's water deliverysyatgm. 1&wellas the
water itself,are need8d. In8Aen08. ev.rvdrop muSlC:Ountl

In 2000, the 1118t8and federal governments Initiated the "Istorle CalFed Ba)'"
DehB prggram ID manage th~ Bsy-Delta'a water resources and 8CC&ystem. A
unique collaborBtion of int.lr8- 8upportedthe plan. includingenvirOnmental
organJZ8IJone,water agencies, businelS interests, farmer&.and state and
fedaralwater and fish agenmD&.SDIP i8 the next step fOlWlfdIn~is long-term
pfanningeffortfor the Bay-Delta.

5DIP is 8 responsible ana balanClfldpilln to better &rtfllu lIIndIntesrato the
e_lng water management infnl8lNcture In the Della. ealJectivelJr, It will
Improve the state's WittersupplyreliabUlly,weier ..-ty, and the owralt healtll
of the Bsy..oelta ecosystem. The program wlUconstruct aeasona' tide, gBle8to
pratBct fI&hand Improvewater cIrr;ulationand qualityInthe DDftl,dredge select
Delta channele to Improw.wat8r delMtriS8for lacal fanner.. end 8fIGwSlate
Water ProJect deliveries to InCfe8" mddestJv - only when needed and
envif'onmental¥ safe 10do SQ.
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Currentl'/.tita &tate8. con&traln8dIn 'ts abilityto U88 I&I'pIuS_tar .uppl...
The infrutruature to move the water I,Inpiece.but untilSOIPis approved."'8
sIIt.'s watBr manageracannot fUI~ or ...ponalblY use 1M 8xl" &y&t8m.
SCIP calls far only. 3-5%lncreaee In the average amountof water pumped
frOmthe Dett8. More a;gnificantl~,SDlP Wi" provide the fIexIbttlty to shift the
timing of waterdelve"" wtumsurplus ill IIVSll8blo end whenerMrcnmentaily
88fe to do 10. SDiP is an ideal opaan for CatlfGml8to ad'nlnc&-it winnot
ftlqulr. b\liIdIngB new prqect or the canatn.Ic&!Oft of major new InfnuttrvctLwe.
And, fundtng feu.the program hi19elr88dy been secured through paS&.ge of
voter approved t30nds In 2000 CPropDSitJan13).

Importllndy,SDIP WIt help protect vttBI Celta envtronmanllllf9fIOUl'CUI.
Specifically,(twillhelpprotect fish 'P8dtl IntheDeltachannet.. AtIh8same
am., byprovIdingthe 8tat. GreaterflexibilityInhowend whenSDIPopBrIItusill
&y&temaf pumpe, fIShere granted greater protections.

GiVenIn ble pdnta, SDIP is supported by . :itatewide,broad coaUtianof
watar. agriadtan, bualneu, planningarganationl, and local government
oIfIdaIsainductIngthe A&caoiatianof Calfom/. Water Agencies,State Water
Contractors, C8Ilfamia Chamber of commerce, C8l1fomla BUBin8B8Properties
AaBOcJaUDR,and the WEIIrt8mGrowersAnoetltion.

Water I. the ifebfoad ~ CQlifornia- crlllcal to its familia.. farms, and
bUsiHslsu. It Is our responsibility to use this precJous re'DUn» wisely through
allpDlllblebeat managementpractic88,lncIudlngwater canservatJon.recycling
and ltalag.. 10enlLmlCalifornla'swater MUte- It Is Imper8tlvethat a more
flmdblewater delivery ay&t8m Is avsitable tn order to 8CCOmmcdat. growth In
population IInd economywtllleretplg on nJsllng wa1erauppl188.

AQlltn, the DI8trict attongty IUI)pQfte SOIP and encoureges ell "ey stakahalderl
to help 8d~ance 1I1i8crltieaJty needed praJect.

Thankyou.

V~ trulyyours.

WAlNUf VALLeY WATER DISTRICT

~b? ~, ~~ r----
~IN M.HILDEN

President
Boardof Director.
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